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Loyters : It being aneck, and bare of wood, they are not troubled
with three great annoyan of Woolves, Rattle-fnakes, and
Musketoes. ‘Thefe that five here upon their cattle, muft beconftrai-
ned to take Farmes in the Countrey, or clfe they cannot fubfift,
ace heing too fimall to containe many, and fittest for fuchas

le into Lingland, for fuch commodities as the Country
fee place for fhipping and Merchandize.

:1: w aow

wants, being the chi
W #

On the North-fide of Charles River is Charles Towne, which is

Prare- XIT

another necke of Land, on whofe North-fide rans Miftick-river. Charles
“I'his towne for all things may be well paralleld with her neigh- Zowne

hour Bofton, being in the fume fafhion with her bare necke, and
conftrained to borrow conveniences from the smaine, and to pro-
vide for themfelyes IFarmesin the Countrey for their better fub-
fiftence. At this Towne there is kept a Ferry-boate, to conveigh
paffengers over Charles River, which between the two Townes is
aquarter of a mile over,being avery deep Channell. Here may ride
forty fhipsata time.

W "

Concerning Tyons, I will not fay that I ever faw any my felfe,
but fome affirme that they have fene a Lyonat Cape dune,which
is not above fix leagues from Bofton : fome likewife beingloft in
woods, have heard fuch terrible roarings as have made them
much agaft ; which muft cither be Devills or Lyons: there being
1o other creatures-which ufe to roare faving Bearcs, which haue
not fuch a terrible kinde of roaring: befides Plimouth men have
traded for Lyons skinnes in former times. But fure it is that there
be Lyonson that Continent, for the Zirginians saw an old Lyon in
their Plantation, who having loft his lackall, which was wont to
hunt his prey, was brought {6 poore that he could goe no further;
For Beares they be common, being agreat black kind of Beare,
which be moft fierce in Strawberry time at which time they have
young oncs ;at this time likewife they will goc upright like a man,
and clime trees, and fwim to the Iflands: which if the Jndians
fee, there will be more fportfull Beare bayting than Paris Garden

can afford.
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Plate 8.—Autobiography of Chief Justice Marshall, written for Mr. Delapiaine.
In tho possession of John F. Watson.

Plate 9.—Franklin’s eelcbrated letter to Strahan, with two pages from Poor Richard’s first Almanack.

Plate 10.—T.etter from Thomas Jeflerson to Mr. Delaplaine, declining to write lis own life.
T the possession of John 1. Watson,
ac-similes of Jeflerson’s writing, in presentation copies of his first edition of Notes on Virginia, printed
in English, in Pu "The Jatter in the possession of G: I, Putnam, of Now York.

Plato 11.—Tetler from Lafuyette, addressed to Mrs. Toseph Reed, and inclosing one hundred guinens for the
Ladies' Association for making up clothing for the soldicrs, and requesting that Madame Lafayettc muy
Do considered o member. Tn the possession of Willium B. Reod, Bsq.

Plato 12.—Amusing extracts from, and fac-simile of a largo book entitled, “ New Kugland’s Prospeet.” By
William Wood, Loudon, 1639. In the Philadelphia Library.

Plate 18.—An Indiun Gzette. From Lahontan’s Voyages to North America, Amsterdam, 1728,
Tu the Philadelphia Library,

Plato 14.—Curions Title-pages; from books. Tu the Philadelphia Library.
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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTHO EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

Tem past has o charm for Americans, as well as for tho inhabitaats of countries whoso history
extonds fur into the shadowy and unknown; our carly and romantic past has the morit of boing known
and truly related; everything which adds to theso truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and
intelligent inquiror. Wo havo now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in tho light of
proservers of documents which would otherwise perish or bo dispersed; to few, comparatively, aro
their treasurcs revealed. Tt was suggested, therofore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individaals, should be grouped for tho amuscment
and instruction of tho presont and of future generations, who may woll know from printed aceounts
wha things were done, but who can also thus learn /ow they were done,

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have beon taken by compotent artists from the
originals of which hey purport to be fac-similes. Considerablo labor and trouble have beon oxpendad
in collecting together the varied materials horo presented; but it has been with tho Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public,and a fth edition boing
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will creato increased interest in tho
volume. 7. JAY SMITH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

#* Fully to understand the worl, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be found on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
roprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made.

Pumangiia, Octaber, 1860,
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AMERICAN

HISTORIGAL AND LITERARY CURIOSITIES;

CONSISTING OF

FAC-SIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE EVENTS
OF THE REVOLUTION,
&e, &e,

WITH A VARIETY OF
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